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The wind blows
 “Human beings tend nearly always to expect the Spirit in the wrong places”. This 
short sentence in an article by the Cambridge theologian Simeon Zahl stopped 
me in my tracks and set me thinking.

Do I look in the wrong places? Does the church? Do we all forget too often that the 
Holy Spirit is active well beyond our neat expectations and formulations; that He is 
the ruach, the desert wind, who blows wherever He pleases? Indeed, do we forget 
that He is God, the third eternal Person in the Trinity of the godhead, who can never 
be contained or restrained in His wild and wonderful work in the world?

I guess our tendency is to prefer a containable God, a Holy Spirit who does 
predictable things in predictable ways in places where we might expect Him to 

show His hand. Maybe that’s more comfortable for us? Less demanding. Less mind-stretching. Maybe it makes it 
easier for us to organise church, to systemise our expectations of God, to keep control of our own lives.

And yet the scriptural invitation is to open our minds and our hearts, to open our eyes and ears even, to catch the 
traces of the Holy Spirit’s presence on a much larger canvas. And to be ready to find Him at work where we least 
expected Him to be. In the least expected person. In a church tradition other than our own. In the darkest places 
and most difficult circumstances. In the struggles of life. When we feel least in control, most vulnerable, at our 
weakest. “When we make our bed in the depths or settle on the far side of the sea” (Psalm 139:8,9). When we are 
in places we would rather not be. 

Isn’t this when life in the Spirit becomes adventurous and faith-building, as God means it to be? When we stop 
looking in the wrong places. When we look beyond the predictable. And find Him, or more usually are found by 
Him, where we least expected Him to be. Coming as He always does to 
draw us into the love that He enjoys eternally with the Father and the 
Son, and to shape us into the greater likeness of Jesus.

This is the adventure of life in the Spirit! This is what connects it to the 
wide realities of life. And pray God this is what we can commend in the 
ministry that God has called us to at ReSource. Thank you for being 
with us on the journey and for all the support you continue to give us. 

Come Holy Spirit!

With love and prayer,
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Thank you Paula, and welcome Lizzie

After serving ReSource faithfully, efficiently and 
cheerfully for nearly ten years, we have recently said a 
rather tearful farewell to Paula Smit as she moves on to a 
new work with Operation Mobilisation. She will be missed 
enormously, as the friendly South African voice greeting 
callers on the phone and the brilliant multi-tasker 
keeping countless balls in the air in the busy ReSource 
office. We send her on her way with our deepest thanks 
and our ongoing prayers, as we also welcome Lizzie Brown 
as our new Administrator.

Our faithful God

Paula says: “While I was looking for a job for my husband, 
Johan, I came across what looked like the perfect final job 
for me. I was surprised at how my heart leapt when I saw the 
vacancy. I certainly wasn’t looking for another job and was 
sure in my heart that my job at ReSource was going to take 
me through to retirement. I was happy and content – why 
would God be wanting me to move on at this point in my 
life? However, as I prayed about the job God clearly showed 
me this was for me and that I was not to be concerned about 
a job for Johan – He had his hand upon our every need.

What a faithful God we serve. I have now taken up my new 
position as PA to the UK Director of Operation Mobilisation 
at The Quinta near Oswestry and, praise God, OM also 
offered Johan a job, which he started in early June. I am 
delighted that as God has led me to a new role with OM, 
that he has brought Lizzie Brown to be the next ReSource 
Administrator, with all the gifts needed to serve God well in 
this important role.

I want to say a huge Thank You to Kevin and Anne and all 
the colleagues I have had the privilege of working with at 
ReSource (including the wonderful volunteers), the ReSource 
Trustees and of course the supporters, some of whom have 
become good friends, and others feel like friends although 
we have never met. 

My journey with ReSource over the past nine and a half 
years has been an extraordinary and memorable time for 
me. There have been rocky places along the path and some 
steep learning curves, but for the most part the views have 
been amazing and the going easy. Thank you for journeying 
with me and praying for me.”

Welcome Lizzie

 “I am delighted to be on 
board with Kevin and 
the ReSource Team. It’s a 
privilege to be a part of this 
great work supporting local 
churches. God is so good, 
and I look forward to seeing 
more of Him through this 
ministry. Over time I’ll get to 
know you, our supporters, 
but do feel free to drop me a 
line and say hello!”

If you would like to discuss how ReSource can support your 
churches or your ministry, please be in touch with us!

Lizzie Brown
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It is with the greatest sadness that we say farewell to 
Barry Smith as our longest serving Trustee, as he stands 
down after fifteen years on the Board.

Barry became 
a Trustee soon 
after ReSource 
began in 2004, 
and he has 
served the 
charity with 
great distinction 
ever since. 
Despite his 
failing health in 

recent years, he has never flagged in his commitment to the 
work of ReSource and, frankly, it is hard to imagine Trustee 
meetings without him! 

He brought a deep wisdom and grace to Trustee discussions, 
and a wide experience from his own successful business 
life, and his work with Springboard through the Decade of 
Evangelism and as Chair of Trustees at the Harnhill Healing 
Centre. He was often razor sharp in his observations and 
was never afraid to ask the awkward questions that needed 
asking! As another Trustee said to me recently, “he was able 
to throw cats amongst pigeons with amazing grace, too! We 
must have avoided a number of ‘wrong turns’ on the path 
because of Barry’s incisive comments.” 

I am sure that those readers who have journeyed with 
ReSource down the years will join us in expressing our 
heartfelt thanks for Barry’s service and wish him, and Liz, 
God’s richest blessings as they move into a further stage of 
retirement on their move to Scotland.

Kevin

We are delighted to welcome Jerry Marshall as a new 
Trustee. Jerry was until recently CEO of Germinate: The 
Arthur Rank Centre, and he brings to ReSource significant 
gifts and experience as a kingdom entrepreneur, 
and practical skills in marketing and growing small 
organisations on limited budgets.

Jerry writes “One of the biggest challenges for Christian 
organisations is knowing when to apply sound business 
management and when to take a Spirit-led risk. A formative 
experience for me was a particular call to co-found a 
technology business in Bethlehem to create jobs, skills and 
links across the divide. In business terms it was incredibly 
risky. But it is God’s work and we now have 120 staff serving 
both Palestinian and Israeli clients.

I’m excited by the opportunity to work with ReSource.  
Congregations sometimes equate an openness to the Spirit 
with worship bands (etc) but there are many different ways 

for ‘little, local and 
ordinary’ churches 
to re-discover and 
embrace the gifts and 
power of the Holy Spirit 
for mission. ReSource 
can play a vital part in 
that transition, and I 
look forward to being 
part of the next phase 
in the charity’s life and 
work.”

Jerry is married to 
Sue and they are both 
active members of 
St Marys Ecumenical 
Church in Weaverham.

Trustee changes
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Have you thought about asking ReSource to host a 
Sanctuary Day for your church or group of churches? 
We will come to you, help you to plan, and then provide 
experienced leaders to run the day, or it could even 
be a weekend. Church life can be busy and sometimes 
draining. If we are not careful we can find that our 
spiritual batteries run low, and that we have nothing 
left to give. Sanctuary Days are about stopping, and 
retreating and replenishing, and entering into “the 
place where God’s presence dwells” (Psalm 26:8), so 
that we are refreshed and re-equipped for all that God 
has called us to do.

How can ReSource serve and support 
your church in 2020?

Some churches go away for a weekend and some have 
a weekend-at-home, or even a Day Away, or a two-day 
programme locally. Might this be something that your 
church could do in 2020? There are lots of different 
ways of bringing church members together like this, 
but those who do it regularly would all point to the 
benefits to church life, both spiritually and socially. 
ReSource has a long experience of facilitating church 
Days and Weekends. We can help with the planning. We 
can support you in prayer. And we can lead and teach 
on themes that will deepen the church’s renewal and 
discipleship, for mission. 

Connect Days are a great opportunity for churches to 
come together in a benefice or other denominational 
or ecumenical grouping. Today so many of our churches 
are connected formally or informally with other 
churches, but how well do they know each another, 
and how well are they working together? When was the 
last time that they set aside time to ‘connect’ with one 
another at a deeper level, and to reflect on their shared 
life, and calling and mission? ReSource would love to 
work with local leaders, to shape and facilitate a Day, 
with social time, teaching, worship and workshops, that 
meets a local need.

ReSource supports leaders individually through its 
‘Alongside’ programme and provision of ReSource 
Companions, but also loves to resource and 
encourage leaders collectively. This might be a PCC or 
church leaders’ retreat. Or it could be a day focussing 
on discerning God’s leading for the future, perhaps 
around a mission action plan for a church, benefice 
or wider grouping. Or it may be just being around 
a group of leaders from different backgrounds and 
denominations as they chill out together, pray for one 
another and listen to God with and for one another. 
Or we could facilitate a teaching day that stretches 
minds as well as hearts.

Your Church 2020
If you would like to discuss how ReSource can serve 
and support your church, please contact us by email 
or phone, or enquire using the Contact page on our 
website www.resource-arm.net.

Sanctuary Day

Connect Day

Church Weekend

Leadership
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The ReSource Church Partnership Scheme is designed to 
help build ongoing connections between churches and 
our ministry. We are very happy to do one-off events for 
churches, and often this is the very best contribution that 
we can make. But we love to have an ongoing relationship 
with churches, in which we become known to the leaders 
and membership and where we are ministering to people 
we are getting to know personally and who in turn who are 
getting to know and trust us as friends.

These sustained relationships often develop naturally as we 
are invited back to churches and contribute in a variety of 
different ways over time. The Church Partnership Scheme is a 
way of giving this a certain structure and set of expectations 
which we hope will seal friendships and deepen the level of 
our mutual engagement. It may also for some churches be a 
‘way in’ to engaging with ReSource, where becoming a Partner 
Church is a first step, from which we begin to explore the 
detail of how ReSource can best contribute.

Church Partnership Scheme

The keynote of the Scheme is flexibility. We are suggesting four possible levels of 
partnership as guidelines only, with lots of other permutations.

If you would like to talk to us about the Church Partnership Scheme, please be in touch 
by phone or email or via the Contact button on the website and we will be very happy to 
discuss how the Scheme can best help you in your church or ministry.

We will provide Partner Churches with a supply of ReSource 
Newsletters each quarter, and include them for prayer in 
our regular Prayer Diary. The churches will also be prayed for 
regularly by the ReSource Intercessors.  The Director or another 
member of the Team will be in touch for a catch up call each year.

Partner Churches will not only get everything that is in Level 1, 
but ReSource staff or Associates will facilitate one or more event 
in your church or group of churches each year, whatever you will 
find most helpful to enable the churches to engage with the Holy 
Spirit for renewal, discipleship and mission. 

Sometimes churches find it helpful to have a regular visit from a 
ReSource Companion, an experienced church leader, to support, 
encourage, and be alongside a church and its leadership on the 
journey into renewal and growth. At this level, Partner Churches 
will have an agreed number of visits by a Companion each year.

ReSource’s Alongside programme provides Companions who 
give 1:1 support to church leaders as confidential friends in 
the demanding and sometimes lonely task of ordained or lay 
leadership. At this level the church leader will be enrolled in the 
Alongside programme, as well as everything in Levels 1-3.

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4
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It was with great excitement, on the afternoon of Friday 
3 May, that ninety-three of us headed north from Wigan 
for our Hub weekend away in Grange over Sands. While I 
was packing that morning, I had a feeling that something 
amazing was going to happen and that the time together 
was going to be a great blessing. And I was right!

The overarching theme of the weekend was from Ezekiel 47, 
and the vision of a river flowing from the temple, through 
the desert and into the sea.  Kevin Roberts from ReSource 
reminded us that although God is wonderfully predictable 
in His love, he is unpredictable in His plans for us and we 
should always be on the lookout for the new things He is 
doing.

Kevin quoted from Isaiah 43 “Behold I am doing a new 
thing”.  He gave us a picture of the river of God as a carpet of 
blue running through the room.  He urged us to consider our 
place in that river.  Are we ankle deep - knee deep - waist 
deep - or totally immersed and swimming in that river?  Are 
we ready to take a leap of faith and do something radical? 
He asked those who wanted to make a deeper commitment 
to stand up and take a step into the river. The atmosphere in 
the room was electric and we could all feel the power of the 
Holy Spirit moving amongst us.  

We were reminded from Acts 2 that we are a Pentecost 
people. The Holy Spirit empowered the first Christians to 
want to be together, and they overflowed with love for one 
another and for the people all around them, so that daily 
more were added to their number.

Kevin talked about the main purpose of the church, to bring 
others to know Jesus. He said so many profound things. “If 
a church ceases to be missionary, it ceases to be church”.  
“We cannot live a full life in the Spirit without a full life in a 
church family”.  “Independence is not a virtue”.  “The Holy 
Spirit will always draw us alongside others, never pull us 
away from one another”.  “When we enjoy fellowship, we get 
a taste of tomorrow’s bread today”.

We are called to live life on the ‘front line’.  Boldly going 
where God calls us and doing what he asks us to do.  Kevin 
challenged us to be God’s hands and feet in our community 
and share the blessings that we have been given with our 
neighbours. To jump into the river and immerse ourselves 
totally in doing God’s work

I pray that God will give us the grace and strength to fulfil 
our calling.  

Anita Archer

South Wigan Churches Weekend

“The atmosphere in the room was 
electric and we could all feel the 
power of the Holy Spirit moving 

amongst us. There was such a feeling 
of love amongst us and we were all of 

one mind.  It felt like a real taste of 
what the Kingdom of Heaven will be 

like. It was amazing!”
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The sun shone as we arrived at The Poplars towards the 
end of our half term holiday. Laden with bedding, children 
and with bikes in tow, it was lovely to be greeted with a 
cup of tea and to see so many friendly faces. I checked the 
rota to see when our kitchen duties were and the itinerary 
for worship, workshops and most importantly swimming 
times. Right from the start there was a sense of excitement 
and anticipation about a weekend focussing on Jesus’ 
words in John 10 that He had come to give us “life to the 
full”! 

The Poplars is surrounded by beautiful countryside that is 
itself life-giving. It was such an inspirational and refreshing 
place to stay. It was also lovely to be able to use the cellar 
of the old farmhouse as a prayer space. Each station was 
amazing, with flowing silk rivers, somewhere to place prayers 
and pebbles, and reminders to pray for the world that God has 
made and asked us to look after.

We had a wonderful mix of ages on the weekend and had lots 
of fun and family time, in the swimming pool, games room 
and at the Saturday barbecue and nightly campfire, as well as 
around the meal tables eating delicious home-made food.

But the heartbeat of the weekend was the time that we spent 
in worship led by our own wonderful musicians and looking 
at the scriptures. Kevin was an engaging speaker. He took 
us not only into John 10, but also into Ezekiel’s vision of dry 
bones coming to life again, as such a vivid picture of the 
life that God gives us through his Word and by His Spirit. He 

encouraged us to read the scriptures expectantly and to open 
the gates of our hearts and our church to the breath 
of the Spirit.

Someone had a vision of waves lapping again and again over 
the church, and we took every opportunity to receive what 
the Holy Spirit wanted to give us, often changing the plans we 
had for our sessions in response to what the Spirit was doing 
amongst us. On Sunday morning people shared testimonies 
and we prayed for one another, with the gently falling rain 
outside symbolic of the Spirit’s gentle and yet strong work in 
our lives and in our church. The final communion service was 
beautiful and deeply moving.

What a weekend! I left with a sense that the Holy Spirit can 
come in big waves, but also as a gently drenching rain, or in 
the small, quiet, loving gestures of a child.

Joanna Blelloch

Marcham Weekend at The Poplars

 “It has been amazing to see God at 
work and to sense Him at work in and 
through me. It has been a joy to see God 
allowed to work in and through others, 
to see God breaking into our lives.”
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Finding out more
You are warmly welcome to join us on Monday 4 November 
2019 for a special ReSource Day at Scargill House in the 
Yorkshire Dales to find out more about ReSource’s vision 
and ministries. The day will be led by the Director and others 
from the ReSource Team, with worship led by the Scargill 
community and teaching from the Bishop of Brixworth, the 
Rt Revd John Holbrook. There will be a small charge of £10 for 
lunch and refreshments. Please book through Scargill or
www.scargillmovement.org.

Cesca’s Poetry

Those of you who know Cesca Cavender 
through ReSource will be delighted to 
hear that she has recently published a 
book of her own poems, entitled ‘The 
Kissing Gate’. It is a beautiful, tender, 
faith-filled collection in which with 
winsome honesty she gives voice to the 
reality of her own “pain, muddles, joy and 
many delights” in life, all interlaced with 
the God she finds woven into the fabric of 
it all. Copies are available at £12 (including 
p&p) from Cesca at 64 Houlgate Way, 
Axbridge, Somerset, BS26 2BY.

Giving to Resource

If you feel moved to give to the work of 
ReSource, thank you!

Single donations can be made by 
cheque, by CAF voucher, through our 
bank or through the donate button on 
our website. Regular donations can 
be made by standing order, using the 
form available on the Giving page of 
our website or from the office. Gift Aid 
forms are available on the website or 
from the office, as is information about 
how to remember ReSource in your will.

New Bank Details

Please note our new banking 
arrangements with the Charities 
Aid Foundation, now that we are a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 
Our CAF Cash account number is 
00032578 and sort code 40-52-40. 
Standing orders can continue to be paid 
into existing accounts, until such time 
as it is convenient for you to change 
them to the CAF account.

Living Word

The Director gave four addresses 
at ‘Living Word Carlisle’ (a Keswick 
ministry) in May this year on the 
theme of ‘Living in the Spirit: God’s 
transforming presence’. If you are 
interested in listening to Kevin’s 
teaching, you will find the recordings 
on the Living Word website www.
livingwordcarlisle.org.uk. And have you 
taken a look yet at the new ReSource 
website www.resource-arm.net?

Partnerships
We are delighted at the progress that has been made in 
recent months in our working partnerships with both SOMA 
UK (Sharing of Ministries Abroad) and the Scargill Movement. 
We will be collaborating in a variety of ways to promote each 
other’s ministries and looking for ways in which we can work 
together. We are delighted that there will be a joint retreat for 
the Trustees of both SOMA UK and ReSource at Scargill House 
in March 2020, led by the Director of Scargill and his team.  
And watch this space (and our website) for information about 
various ReSource events running at Scargill in 2020.
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